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ABSTRACT
The abuse and victimization that girls in gangs 
experience and how it affects the types of crimes they 
commit is explored in this thesis. Research in this area 
has been quite limited. The researcher's hypotheses are 
that abuse and victimization that girls in gangs 
experience contributes to increase levels of delinquency 
against other persons.
The gender of the perpetrator of abuse was evaluated 
to determine if it affected the likelihood a girl would 
commit a violent crime. The researcher also explored four 
different types of abuse and which was the'greatest 
indicator that a girl will commit a violent crime. Because 
of high levels of sexual activity among gang girls, the 
researcher also looked into whether or not they had more 
children then girls not involved in gangs.
This study i's based on an existing data set that 
profiled the needs and characteristics of girls that were 
incarcerated May 1996 at a California Youth Authority 
(CYA) facility in Ventura, now called The Division of 
Juvenile Justice. Findings showed that abuse did not 
affect or increase the. likelihood that girls would commit 
a violent crime against another person.
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Although girls in gangs did experience slightly 
higher rates of abuse there was no statistical 
significance between girls in gangs and girls not involved 
in gangs. Analyses revealed that experiencing a specific 
type of abuse was not correlated to committing a violent 
crime. Also, girls involved in gangs were not more likely 
to have children as well compared to girls not involved in 
gangs.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
Introduction to the Study
The increase of girls involved in gangs is a 
relatively recent phenomenon that began about 20 years ago 
(Eghigian & Kirby, 2006). Coupled with the initial lack of 
interest in this group, research is limited and 
conflicting regarding the number of girls that are 
involved in gangs. It was not until recently that there 
was a surge of interest in examining this small 
population. The majority of research shows that girls 
involved in gangs are more likely to engage in criminal 
activity than their female counterparts that are not 
affiliated with a gang (Coughlin & Venkatesh, 2003).
Statement of the Problem
Some researchers argue that girls in gangs are more 
likely to experience abuse and victimization at the hands 
of their male peers than girls that are not involved in 
gangs (Petersen, Taylor, & Esbensen, 2004). However, there 
is a lack of research that delves into the specific types 
of abuse that a girl experiences while in a gang and how 
this abuse affects her. The current research has many 
gaps. Most researchers agree some girls may join gangs for 
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protection and to escape violence; ultimately, gang 
affiliation makes them more likely to be targets of 
violence and victimization.
The literature reveals the stages of the gang cycle 
to demonstrate the extent to which girls are victimized, 
and how the men in their lives contribute to this 
victimization. Also, the different types of abuse that a 
girl experiences was reviewed and what affect if any it 
has on the type of crime she commits.
An existing dataset of 162 randomly selected girls in 
California Youth Authority custody was used to explore the 
researcher's hypotheses. This data set explores in detail 
the girls' abuse and criminal history. Participants were 
asked about their relationship with their abuser and the 
most -serious crime they had committed as a juvenile. The 
dataset was used to explore what types of abuse affects a 
girl's propensity towards committing a violent act.
Because research shows that girls.are typically victimized 
by males the gender of the perpetrator was examined to 
note whether it effected the likelihood a girl would 
commit a violent crime (Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001; Totten 
2003) .
Literature shows that girls in gangs tend to have 
many sexual partners and engage in risky sexual behavior
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(Lane, 2003; Palmer & Tilly, 1995). Because of risky 
sexual behavior and the nature of the gang cycle. This 
research examined girls in gangs and whether they were 
more likely to have children than girls not involved in ' 
gangs.
Purpose of the Study
There are many reasons why this particular group of 
delinquents should be examined. The purpose of this study 
is to encourage further study and attention to girls that 
at are at high risk of becoming members of a gang. The 
more that can be learned about this group the more can be 
done to implement appropriate policies and programs to-- 
effectively target and assist this population. With the 
increase of girls involved in delinquent behavior it is 
important to accrue in-depth knowledge regarding this 
population.
Most importantly, more can be done .to stop the gang 
cycle. Unfortunately, these girls have children that are 
exposed to this gang lifestyle and activity at such a 
young age. Studies have shown that earlier exposure to 
criminal activity and having a family member in a gang 
increases the likelihood of juvenile delinquency 
(Cadwallader & Cairns, 2002; Eghigian & Kirby, 2006; Joe & 
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Chesney-Lind, 1996). If more is known about this 
population than law enforcement and local communities can 
strategize the best alternatives to assist them and their 
families.
Theoretical Bases and Organizations
Prior research showed that girls in gangs are more 
likely to have experienced sexual abuse and violence than 
girls not involved in gangs (Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001). The 
present research explains a correlation between abuse that 
girls experience and how it affects their propensity to 
commit a violent crime against another person.
Research shows that girls in gangs tend to be more 
sexually active (Lane, 2003; Palmer & Tilly, 1995). This 
study looked into the number of children that girls in 
gangs have compared to girls with no gang involvement. The 
researcher evaluated the number of children among girls in 
gangs and those not involved in gangs. Additional analyses 
were run to examine the significance of the number of 
children a girl had and her partner's criminal past.
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CHAPTER TWO
LITERATURE REVIEW
Girls in Gangs
It has been argued that the increase in violence 
among female gang members and their growing membership in 
gangs are indicative of the equality women are achieving 
in gangs and has garnered media attention (Carter, 1999; 
Eghigian & Kirby, 2006). While other researchers have 
argued that girls involved in gangs is not an expression 
of liberation or equality, but the attempts of girls to 
deal with their bleak existence,and opportunities to 
succeed in mainstream America despite their dismal futures 
(Joe & Chesney-Lind, 1996).
There is a gap in the research to the extent of 
female gang members' victimization (Joe-Laider & Hunt, 
2001). The "cycle" starts from factors that contribute to 
gang membership, to the girl's initiation into the gang, 
life as female gang member, and childbirth. This chapter 
also reviews research on victimization that girls 
encounter from their female counterparts and the autonomy 
of all female gangs.
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A Brief History of Gangs
Before delving into girls' involvement in gangs it is 
appropriate to briefly discuss the history of gangs and 
the debate of what is defined as'a gang and gang member. 
Gangs may have appeared in the United States as early as 
1780 (Thomas, Holzer,. & Wall, 2004) . The study of gangs 
and juvenile delinquency began in the late 1920s. In the 
1960s the concept of gangs reached a turning point. The 
concept of gangs began to be associated with low income, 
violent minorities in urban areas who were not able to 
integrate socially (Coughlin & Venkatesh, 2003)<.
With the increase of youths involved in gangs, the 
definition of a gang has become a growing topic of debate. 
Differentiating between a gang and a group of delinquent 
teens can be quite complex. To constitute as a gang, it 
should have a leader, a home territory or turf, and has a 
name. Ethnic homogeneity is an agreed upon element of 
gangs (Brotherton, 1996; Thomas, Holzer, & Wall 2004) . It 
is important to note that all gang activity is not illegal 
or violent, however a majority of definitions use crime as 
a critical behavior of gang and non-gang behavior 
(Fleisher & Krienert, 2004, p. 607).
The gang membership inventory developed by Pillen and 
Hoewing-Roberson (1992) identifies six types of gang 
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related behavior: hanging out with gangs, wearing gang 
colors, flashing gang signs, spray painting gang signs, 
selling drugs for a gang, and taking part in a fight 
representing a gang. Brotherton (1996) defines gang as an 
alternative space constructed for self-directed and 
cultural and sub-cultural practices (p. 265).
Recent literature suggests that gang activity may not 
necessarily be synonymous with violence and committing 
crimes, but assists in predicting an increase in 
individual level crime. According to Fleisher and 'Krienert 
a crime-based definition does not explain the c.ommunity 
etiology of gangs (2003, p. 608).. However, it cannot be 
ignored that research shows gang members, regardless of 
gender are more likely to be involved in criminal activity 
and to be victimized than their non-gang counterparts 
(Coughlin & Venkatesh, 2003; Gordon, Lahey, Kawai, Loeber, 
Loeber, & Farrington, 2004; Petersen, Taylor, & Esbensen, 
2004) .
The majority of literature on gangs focuses on male 
involvement in gangs. It was not until the 1970s that 
street gang researchers began incorporating gender 
analysis into their research (Couglin & Venkatesh, 2003). 
In the last two decades there has been a surge in the role 
of young women in gang activity (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006).
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This has triggered further research on girls in gangs. 
This literature review focuses on girls that identify or 
have identified themselves as affiliates or members of a 
gang.
The literature is quite conflicting on the levels of 
violence among girls. Some researchers have found that the 
level of violence of girl gang members has increased 
rapidly and approaching that- of their male counterparts 
(Carter, 1999; Mullis, Cornille, Mullis, & Huber, 2004). 
Others have noted that less violent crimes by girls are 
rapidly approaching that of males, but boys are 
outnumbering girls substantially in violent crimes. Girls 
tend to-commit crimes at a lesser frequency than boys 
(Coughlin & Venkatesh, 2003; Deschenes & Esbensen, 1999). 
Issues of respect, peer recognition, and social status of 
their male -counterparts have been cited as reasons for 
increasing violence among girls in urban areas (Yonas, 
O'Campo, Burke, Peak & Gielen, 2005).
This has fueled the debate whether female gang 
members are establishing their own ground in gangs and 
taking an active and independent role in crime and 
violence (Carter, 1999; Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001). 
According to Deschenes and Esbensen (1999), the 
inconsistent information concerning the relationships of
8
gender and gang membership to violent crime and the 
possible causes of gender variation indicates these issues 
merit further discussion (p. 65).
Factors That Contribute to Gang Involvement
-Girls typically become involved in gang activity like 
boys at a very early age, usually early in their teen 
years. Many factors similar to males contribute to gang 
involvement (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006; Lane, 2003). Many 
girls are products of broken homes and abuse. Deschenes 
and Esbensen (1999) found that girls were more likely than 
boys to come from homes without a father figure present.-
However, unlike boys young'girls do not join gangs 
because of protection, but because of the need to belong 
and fit in (Fleisher & Krienert, 2003). Family plays a 
major role in whether or not a girl will be delinquent 
(Deschenes & Esbensen, 1999). Many girls turn to the 
streets looking for family (Joe & Chesney-Lind, 1995). 
Contrary to the belief that girls joined for liberation, 
some girls admitted that they joined simply because they 
were bored and thought joining a gang would improve their 
social life (Fleisher & Krienert, 2004; Joe & 
Chesney-Lind, 1995). Wang (2000) found a general pattern 
of a lack of love, care and guidance. For a female middle 
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school student from a dysfunctional family the peer group
I .
is a powerful, formative influence.
Sexual abuse in the home is a recurring, theme of girl 
gang members. In a snowball' sample of girl and boy gang 
members in Hawaii,' Joe and Chesney-Lind (1995) found that 
62% of the girl gang members reported being sexual abused 
or assaulted. Sexual abuse and victimization tended to be 
very prevalent in the homes of girls that chose to join 
the gang life. Deschenes and Esbensen (1999) cited prior 
victimization as a contributing factor that led to 
involvement in violence.
Sexual abuse is prevalent in the homes of girls that 
eventually join gangs. In a study of girls in gangs the 
researchers found that many girls were raised in abusive 
and tumultuous homes with violence present in the home 
(Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001). However, a limitation of their 
study was they failed to give percentages and exact 
figures. Girls not only'experience sexual victimization, 
but violence in the home as well. Fleisher and Krienert 
(2004) found that 26% of the gang girls who at some point 
in their lives were involved in gangs reported running 
away from home to escape beatings. Unfortunately many 
girls either have no male parental figure or an abusive 
and unstable father.
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Wang's (2000) study on middle school age girl's 
knowledge and perception of gang involvement yielded 
interesting results. A youth survey was administered to 
500 female students in a major city in the south and 
resulted in a 67% response rate. His survey contained 15 
questions and 33 items that were classified in eight 
categories. Twenty-eight percent of students agreed that 
girls joined gangs because they were sexually abused and 
20% answered that physical abuse was the reason. His 
survey found that sexual and or physical abuse is not an 
important contributing factor as to why a girl joins a 
gang. However, the survey was administered to girls that 
were at-risk and were not asked whether or not they were 
involved in a gang.
Another factor that contributes to girls' involvement 
in gangs is a family member's involvement in a gang, 
usually a male figure (Eghigian &. Kirby, 2006). Joe and 
Chesney-Lind. (1995) found that in a group of girl gang 
members over 90% of them had a relative or male sibling 
that was in a gang. Early familiarity with gangs at young 
ages was highly correlated with lower levels of school and 
social adjustment. Familiarity with gang activity is a 
marker for early exposure to deviant behavior (Cadwallader 
& Cairns, 2002, p. 260).
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Theoretical Perspective 
Criminological theories that seek to explain why- 
girls join gangs are limited. Most theories were developed 
to explain why adult males and young boys commit crimes or 
join gangs and there has been little research to test 
various theoretical explanations (Deschese & Esbensen, 
1999). Molidor (1996) argued that males write most 
theories from a male perspective. Also, researchers tend 
to question male gang members about female gang members 
and their roles in the gang.
The most comprehensive theoretical explanation is 
Fleisher and Krienert (2004). They argued that 
social-network theory explains the involvement of girls in 
gangs. It is a personal, social network that influences 
their behavior and their network places limitations or 
opens opportunities. When a girl joins a gang her network 
is the gang and its members. This network allows her to 
have access to delinquent persons and activities. Girls 
that are not involved in gangs or delinquent behavior 
usually do not have access to such delinquent persons. 
Quite possibly one can argue that the increase of girls 
involved in gangs is directly related to the growing 
number of gangs.
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Gang Life
According to Eghighian and Kirby (2006), a female 
gang member typically falls into one of four membership 
categories: auxiliary members of a male gang, a female 
member of a coed gang, members of autonomous all-female 
gangs, or a female leader in a coed gang (p. 49). They 
argued that women are mostly associates in the male street 
gang and their status in the gang ranges from hardcore 
members to groupies. Joe-Laider and Hunt (2001) also found 
that the majority of girls in gangs were auxiliary 
members. Wang (2004) also found that sex partners and 
auxiliary members are still the major roles of female gang 
members. It is difficult to differentiate who is a gang 
member and who is a groupie. There are many girls who hang 
out with gangs, engage in criminal activity, and wear 
their colors, but have not gone through an initiation 
process (Eghighian & Kirby, 2006).
The life of an active young female gang member around 
the age of fourteen is comprised of many men. Girls 
experience varying degrees of male influence. These men 
are about 20 years of age (Fleisher & Krienert, 2003). The 
age gap makes it very easy for impressionable young girls 
to become victimized or exploited by these older men. Many 
times having a brother or sister in a gang does not 
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guarantee that girls will be protected from physical 
violence. Although male members simultaneously protect 
them from aggressive situations,they are open to sexual 
victimization by their protectors (Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001 
p. 375) .
Gang girls deal with abuse in the home and then 
sexual exploitation by their male peers, which leads to 
pent up anger and frustration. They then challenge that 
rage on the streets (Vigil, 2003).
Many of the women in Molidor's (1996) study of 
juvenile girls shared the feelings of powerlessness while
i
active members of a gang even though some joined because 
they wanted power. Because of this powerlessness they 'are 
sometimes put into comprising situations. The struggle for 
independence and autonomy was found to be a theme of 
female participation in the gang subculture (Brotherton, 
1996). Depending on the gang, female members are sometimes 
not treated with respect, are usually of lower status and 
are viewed as being weak, even though they play an 
integral role in drug dealing and criminal activity 
(Eghigian & Kirby, 2006).
Palmer and Tilly (1995) argued that older male gang 
members recruit some young males by promising sexual 
access to females. More importantly, female gang members 
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also supported this perception as well. The researchers 
did acknowledge that their study had limitations because
/■
of the small sample size. They encouraged further 
researchers to follow up on their study using a larger 
sample size and examine sexual behavior of gang members of 
various ethnic backgrounds, who live in different
/
geographic locations (p. 216).
To obtain status with a gang the girls must be 
physically accessible to the male members. Also, female 
gang members are often more sexually active than their 
non-gang related counterparts (Lane, 2003,y Palmer & Tilly, 
1995). Violence and victimization is not only present in 
the gang life, but in their home life as well.' Girls
i
experience violence with their significant other, which is 
usually a male gang member. In some instances, the men 
expect women to assume feminine duties such as staying 
home, cooking,'and cleaning. In a study by Joe-Laider and 
Hunt (2001) the female gang respondents uniformly agreed 
that the men in their lives had certain conventional 
expectations of them. When the men assumed the role of 
boyfriend he takes more control over her life. In 
Brotherton's (1996) study of 46 female gang members 
ranging from the ages of 15-22 many of "them valued 
traditional norms and wanted to be "cared for1." This is in 
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sharp contrast of the dangerous and volatile lives that 
they led as members of gangs. The men in their lives 
actually expected the women to also earn money. The women 
must juggle their boyfriends' conventional values and 
expectation with having.to make money in illegal and 
criminal ways. If they disobey their boyfriends they put 
themselves at risk of.serious physical violence.
Totten's (2003) research on 30 marginalized young 
males found that most of them were in violent and abusive 
relationships with their girlfriends. All of these young 
males were either gang members or belonged to violent male 
peer groups. They were also more likely to use severe 
types of violence (physical, sexual and emotional). He 
also found a general theme amongst these boys that women 
were to be respectful and obedient to their partners and 
sexual objects to be conquered by men. Also, abusive 
behavior was necessary to resolve conflict and maintain 
gender roles.
Although it is believed that women are achieving 
equality, Joe and Chesney-Lind's study showed that male 
gang members had negative attitudes toward the female 
members of the gang and acted in ways that reinforced 
stereotypes of women as insubordinate (1995). The girls 
may believe that they are establishing autonomy from their 
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male counterparts through increase levels of aggression 
and criminal acts,' they are still not being accepted or 
acknowledged by the men as being equal. There is limited 
research on the difference in the way males and females 
view girls and gangs (St. Cyr- & Decker, 2003).
The increase of female violence is not necessarily an 
indication of equality. According to Piquero and Chung 
(2001) girls and boys that engage in delinquent behavior 
earlier in their lives are more likely to commit more 
serious crimes. The argument that the escalation of female 
violence is due to equality can be countered with the fact 
that gang girls typically enter gangs at a very early age, 
which corresponds with the likelihood of increase in 
violence. In a study of gang and non-gang youth, Deschenes 
and Esbensen (1999) found that girls, regardless, of their 
affiliation with a gang, were mbre likely to feel guilty 
than males (p. 86).
Women Versus Women
Exploitation and violence also comes at the hands of 
their female counterparts. Female gang members reported 
that older female gang members coerced them into selling 
drugs and being involved with criminal activity on many
)
occasions. Older female gang members that have been in the 
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gang life for many years also become leaders to the 
younger girl members (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006).
The most common-cause of self-reported violence is 
jealousy. Mostly female gang-members engage with each 
other in fights'over boyfriends. A girl will get mad at, 
another girl gang member because she was looking at her. 
boyfriend. In a multi-year field.study of female gang 
members 24.3% reported shooting a gun at someone and 39.2% 
reported using a baseball bat on a girl because of 
jealousy (Fleisher & Frienart, 2004, p. 616). This 
directly conflicts with Joe-Laider and Hunt's study that 
found internal•fights are confined to "regular" fist 
fighting, and do not involve women (2001, p. 373).
In a survey of female gang members some responded 
that the reason for instigations between girls in mixed 
gender gangs and all female gangs was1 because their 
homeboys liked to see girls fighting. Some girls saw the 
male provocation domineering (Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001).
Independent Female Gangs
Not all female gang members are part of male gangs. 
Women have established their own independent gangs or 
groups. Girls in same sex gender gangs come from direct 
recruits or .girls who were dissatisfied as members of male 
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only gangs and were looking for more opportunity and 
autonomy (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006). Women in independent 
gangs experience less violence then women in male gangs, 
and take pride on being able to take care of themselves. 
However, they are aware of their powerful male 
counterparts and tend to take precautionary measures such 
as avoiding the streets late at night (Brotherton, 1996).
All female gangs have not been given a name and the 
literature conflicts as to what they should be called. 
Eghigian and Kirby (2006) stated that the existence of 
these all female groups have not yet been classified as 
true street gangs, but are headed in that direction. 
However, the literature refers to them as female gangs. 
They are more common in the Los Angeles area, but are also 
becoming an issue in the Chicago area.
A notable difference in male gangs and female gangs 
is that women in female gangs tend to rely more heavily 
upon each other because they realize that they can be 
victims of their female rivals and their men (Brotherton 
1996; Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001) .
Brotherton's (1996) study of the all female'African 
America gang Portrero Hill Posse (PHP) found that its 
members were least likely to be dominated by males in or 
out of the gang. Members of PHP had no hierarchical model 
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and gang profits were shared with all members equally. The 
members of PHP also had more control of individual and 
group decision-making. The members of PHP were also able 
to achieve more social distance from their male 
counterparts. PHP members were able to achieve control 
over their social and economic lives such as drug dealing 
and shoplifting. He also found that members of PHP did not 
report any instances of victimization during the time that 
had been members of the gang.
Motherhood
The most disturbing fact of females associated with 
the gang life is the birth of a child. This leads to 
children who grow up in the gang lifestyle (Eghigian & 
Kirby, 2006).
The time span of girls in gangs is quite short. Most 
exit the gang life around the age of 17. Pregnancy is 
usually what stops most girls from continuing with gang 
behavior (Fleisher & Krienert, 2004). Once the child is 
born the girls are usually burdened with the 
responsibility of taking -care of the child, which lessens 
their gang activity. Hunt, Joe-Laider, and MacKenzie 
(2005) argued that the birth of a child is a transition 
point for these girls from gang girl to mother. They 
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engage in less risky behavior and try to improve their 
lives through legitimate means. These girls also found 
that those they had perceived as being very important in 
their lives were actually harmful, including gang members 
and sometimes the father of their children.
In a study of pregnant adolescents Wiemann, Berenson, 
Wagner, and Landwehr .(1996) found that on average pregnant 
adolescents exhibited less delinquent behavior than their 
non-pregnant counterparts and were less like to use 
tobacco, drink alcohol, and use drugs. It is important to 
note that their study did not ask the teen girls whether 
or not they were affiliated with a gang. They also noted 
that their study did not evaluate the girls' psychological 
status before their pregnancy and they did not follow up 
on the girls after the pregnancy.
On the other hand, it has been argued that the birth 
of a child further advance girls involvement in gangs. 
Many of these young gang girls have dropped out of school, 
are from low-income families, and do not marry their 
child's father, who is typically a gang member and may not 
necessarily be in the same gang. Most male gang members 
tend to be "players" and these relationships usually end 
before the child is born.
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Because of the structure of gangs and internal 
pressure from the gang it is tough for these relationships 
to survive (Brotherton, 1996). Some of the girls begin 
prostituting or selling drugs to make money for their 
child (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006). Many of the men in their 
lives were unable to take care of their children because 
of frequent imprisonment or were just unwilling to do so 
(Brotherton, 1996). These girls are then forced to raise 
the children by themselves- and their children become 
products of one-parent, low-income households.
Despite opposing responses it can be concluded based 
on research that pregnancy is a major life trajectory that 
can either reduce delinquent behavior amongst pregnant 
girls or further involve them in gang activity.
In closing, violence among girls is not an indication 
of equality, but a response to the victimization of men. 
Men are constantly exploiting girls during the gang cycle. 
Girls are typically introduced into .gangs by men or turn 
to gangs because of unstable homes. Once a member of a 
gang they never achieve the status of men and use sex as 
an instrument to achieve equality. This highly sexual 
behavior typically leads to pregnancy, which is the life 
trajectory that either further involves a girl into a gang 
or further moves them away from gang life and activity.
22
Girls that are in all female gangs tend to have more 
independence- and autonomy and less likely to be 
victimized. Unfortunately, girls are each other's worst 
enemy.
Hypotheses
There is a debate whether girls in gang use sex to 
attain their status in the gang and if sexual exploitation 
is part of the gang life-for girls (St. Cyr Decker, 
2004). Girls that are involved in gangs are more likely to 
experience sexual abuse and violence at the hands of men 
than delinquent girls that are not involved in gangs 
(Joe-Laider & Hunt, 2001). Also, these girls are more 
likely to commit crimes than girls that are not involved 
in gangs (Coughlin & Venkatesh, 2003). However, the 
research regarding how abuse affects and.shapes their 
criminal activity is limited. The current study explores 
the relationship between violence and abuse and what 
effect if any it has on girls and their criminal activity.
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience sexual abuse are more likely to commit violent
jcrime.
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Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience sexual assaults are more likely to commit 
violent crimes.
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience emotional abuse or neglect are more likely to 
commit violent crimes.
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience physical abuse are more likely to commit 
violent crimes.
The relationship of the abuser is also pertinent. The 
literature shows that girls in gangs experience abuse at 
the hands of their male peers. Joe-Laider and Hunt (2001) 
study found that the most significant relationship in a 
girls7 life was that with her mother, father, and 
step-father. However, the relationship with their mother 
was more extensive and complex.
Research Hypothesis: The gender of the abuser effects 
the types of crime that a girl commits.
There are many types of abuse ranging from emotional 
abuse to sexual abuse. As previously stated, girls in 
gangs experience higher levels of abuse than girls not 
involved in gangs and researchers have attributed this 
abuse to the increase in the frequency of crimes that 
girls commit. However, there is not much research on the 
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relationship between the specific types of abuse a girl 
experiences that affects the likelihood she will commit a 
violent crime. The researcher wants to explore whether or 
not certain types of abuse has a greater effect on whether 
a girl will commit a violent crime.
Research Hypothesis: Which type of abuse experienced 
is the greatest indicator that a girl will commit a 
violent crime?
Most girls enter gangs at a very young age. Many 
times they engage in unprotected sex with other male gang 
members, which leads to pregnancy. Pregnancy is a major 
life trajectory that girls in gangs experience that either 
further involves or moves them away from the gang life. 
Girls who participated in the survey were asked if they 
had children and if so how many.
Research Hypothesis: Girls involved in gangs are more 
likely to be mothers than non-gang girls.
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CHAPTER THREE
METHODOLOGY
Existing Data Source
The researcher used secondary data analysis to test 
the hypotheses. The dataset is titled Profiling the Needs 
of the California Youth Authority's Female Population, 
ICPSR No. 2754 (Owen & Bloom, 1996). All statistical 
analysis conducted using the dataset was done using SPSS.
One hundred and sixty-two girls were selected to 
participate in a profile survey. The sample was randomly 
selected from a May 1996 census of 371 female wards by the 
California Youth'Authority (CYA) research staff. According 
to the primary researchers, a preliminary sample of the 
girls interviewed showed that they were a representative 
sample of the entire population. A small number of girls 
that were not included in the actual survey were selected 
to participate in a pre-test.
The survey administered was a modified instrument 
from a 1995 study of adult female offenders in the 
California Department of Corrections (CDC). The study was 
originally designed to test the instrument that the 
primary researchers wanted to use to understand the needs 
and program demands of the young female juvenile 
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population in developing a protocol for use by other 
agencies and jurisdictions that work with youthful female 
offenders. The instrument and its instructions were 
intended as a guide for managers, line staff, and 
researchers who wanted to collect information on their, 
young female population. The questionnaire used in this
1
study was slightly modified to reflect the age of the 
younger participants.
The participants were interviewed face-to-face and ,an 
interviewer documented their responses.- The major areas 
used to profile the participants were demographics, social 
and economic backgrounds, criminal history, and 
correctional experiences. Interviews were conducted at the 
Ventura School at the CYA in the summer of 1996.
Seven girls in the sample- were released at the time 
of the interviews; six girls were detained and unavailable
Ito participate, and five girls refused to participate in 
the survey. The refusal rate for this survey was 3%.
I
Related Literature
The primary researchers Owen and Bloom collaborated 
with Elizabeth Piper Deschenes and Jill Rosenbaum (2002) 
with the data set. However, .their article focused on the 
importance of developing gender specific programs, that 
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would deal with the needs of young female offenders in a 
system designed to assist juvenile males. They focused on 
the administrative obstacles that are present to staff in 
assisting girls and the need for better-trained staff.
In Owen and Bloom's 1997 report to the National
Institute of Justice the primary researchers focused once 
again on the needs of young female offenders, but did not 
focus on the cause of their delinquent behavior. They 
mentioned that family violence and victimization was 
prevalent in this group of girls and the reaction to this 
was gendered based such as prostitution, teenage 
pregnancy, shoplifting and gang involvement. Owen and 
Bloom's 2007 report also focused on the needs of these 
girls and the need for female specific gang intervention 
programs that should be developed to address the unique 
circumstance of gang membership.f
Variables -
The following variables were used to test the 
researcher's hypotheses:
Girls were asked whether or not they had been 
involved in a gang. Girls that had been in a gang were 
coded as 1 and girls that had not been in a gang were
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coded as 2. This variable is a nominal discrete variable 
that was measured by s'elf-report.
Survey participants were asked whether or not they ■ 
had been abused. Girls that answered, "yes" to being 
abused were coded as 1 and those that responded they were 
not abused were coded as 2.' They were asked about four 
different types of abuse: physical abuse, sexual abuse, 
emotional harm or neglected, and sexually assaulted, all 
of which were dichotomous variable's. An overwhelming 
majority of girls answered "no" to being abused as an 
adult (age 18 and older); therefore no statistical 
analysis was c'onducted bn abuse experienced as an adult.
Girls that answered yes to being abused were then 
asked whether or not the abuse they had experienced as a 
child or an adult had anything to do with committing a 
crime..
Girls that were involved in a gang were asked whether 
their abuse was tied to their gang membership. Girls were 
coded 1 if they were not in a gang and did not experience 
abuse related to gang.membership. Girls in a gang and did 
not experience abuse related to gang membership were coded 
2. Girls that were in a gang and experienced abuse were 
coded 3.
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The frequency of abuse was used in the statistical 
analyses. Girls were asked how often the four different 
types abuse had occurred. Abuse that had occurred as a 
one-time event was coded as 1; abuse that had occurred 
more than once but was not recurring was,coded as 
2; ongoing and recurrent abuse was coded as'3.
The girls that participated in this survey were asked 
about the most serious offense they committed as a 
juvenile. The list of crimes varied from felonies and 
misdemeanors to status offenses. For this study a binomial 
discrete variable was created based on their response to 
that question. Girls that had committed a serious violent 
crime against another person were- coded as 1, and those 
who did not were coded as 0 (see Appendix A).
Variables were created based on the abuse 
perpetrator's gender. The sex of the girl's first physical 
and emotional abuser was evaluated. Female abusers were 
coded 0 and male abusers were coded 1.
Survey participants were asked if they had children. 
Girls that responded "yes" were coded 1 and those that 
responded "no" were coded 2. Girls were then asked how 
many children they had.
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Validity and Reliability
The girls in this survey were determined to be gang 
members through self-identification, which may affect the 
face validity of the questions. Girls may identify 
themselves as gang members, but their definition of being' 
a gang member may not be the same as the researchers. The 
girls were asked specifically, "have you been in what you 
considered a gang?". Some girls may appear to be gang 
members, but are groupies (Eghigian & Kirby, 2006).
In this survey participants are questioned on several 
types of abuse they may have experienced. However, their 
definition of abuse and the researcher's definition of 
abuse may vary. Some girls may not have understood the 
difference between sexual abuse and sexual assault, 
because the majority of cases were unknown for girls who 
were asked whether they had been sexually assaulted or 
abused.
Reliability is an issue when using a secondary data 
analysis. The data on the CYA youth's criminal history 
will be inflated because of the nature of youth in the 
CYA. The CYA typically houses the most violent and 
dangerous youths in California who have committed violent 
crimes. Because gangs are typically concentrated in large 
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urban areas the sample used is probably reflective of 
those in similar parts of the country.
A limitation of this survey is that the girls were 
incarcerated at the time of the interviews which might 
have affected their willingness to answer questions about 
their past criminal activities or answer questions 
honestly. Participation in the survey was completely 
voluntary. The girls were asked about the most violent 
crime they had committed, not the crime they had been 
arrested for committing.
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CHAPTER FOUR
FINDINGS AND RESULTS
Introduction
Fifty-twp percent of the girls were 17 years of age 
and older. The median age they were in trouble with the 
law was 12 years old. The average age of was 17.59, with a 
standard deviation of 1.806.
The table listed below summarizes the background of 
the participants.
Survey participants typically came from a broken home 
(see Table 1). Only 24% of participants came from a 
two-parent household. Over half of the girls had been 
involved in a gang and almost two-thirds of survey 
participants had committed a violent crime. Most of the 
girls that participated in the survey where troubled.
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Table 1. Summary Background Information
Variable Frequency Percent
Ethnicity
White 37 22.8
White, Hispanic 15 9.3
Black, Not Hispanic 27 16.7
Hispanic 41 25.3
Asian 7 4.3
Native American 4 2.5
Age
17 and younger 85 52.5
18 and older 77 47.5
Parent's Marital Status
Never 37 22.8
Married 40 24.7
Married 18 11.1
Separated 54 33.3
Divorced 11 6.8
Widowed 2 1.2
Gang Membership
Gang Affiliation 98 60.5
No Gang Affiliation 64 39.5
Committed a Violent Crime
Committed a Violent Crime 109 67.3
Did Not Commit a Violent Crime 46 28.4
Unknown 7 4.3
Presentation of the Findings
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience sexual abuse are more likely to commit violent 
crimes.
Table 2 shows the results of a chi-square analysis, 
gang membership was the control variable. The table shows 
the independent variable of being sexually abused as a 
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child (under 18 years of age) and the dependent variable 
of having committed a violent crime against another 
person.
Table 2. Sexual Assault Experienced as a Child
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Sexually Abused
Yes No Total
Yes Did Not Commit Violent 
Crime 9 15 24
Committed A Violent 
Crime 36 35 71
Total 45 50 95
No Did Not Commit Violent 
Crime 9 13 22
Committed A Violent 
Crime 18 20 38
Total 27 33 60
Girls that were in gangs reported a chi-square value 
of 1.254. There was no statistical significance, with a 
p-value of .263, between having experienced sexual abuse 
and being prone to committing a violent crime. Girls not 
involved in gangs reported a chi-square of .235 and 1 
degree of freedom. There was also no statistical 
significance, with a p-value of .628.
The chi-square analysis run without controlling for 
gang membership and it also revealed no significance 
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between committing a violent crime and being sexually 
abused as a child. The chi-square was 1.410 and the 
p-value was .235.
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience sexual assaults are more likely to commit 
violent crimes.
The Table 3 shows the results of a chi-square 
analysis, gang membership was the control variable. The 
table below shows the independent variable being sexually 
assaulted as a child and the dependent variable whether 
she had committed a violent crime.
Table 3. Sexual Abuse Experienced as a Child
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Sexually Assaulted
Yes No Total
Yes Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 8 16 24
Committed A Violent 
Crime 24 47 71
Total 32 63 95
No Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 8 14 22
Committed A Violent 
Crime 14 24 38
Total 22 38 60
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The girls that were involved in gangs yielded a 
chi-square value of .002 and a p-value of .966. There was 
no statistical significance. The girls that were.not 
involved in gangs reported a chi-square value of .001 and 
1 degree of freedom. There was also no statistical 
significance with a p-value of .970.
The cross tab analysis was run without controlling 
for gang membership and it also revealed no significance 
between committing a violent crime and being sexually 
assaulted as a child. The chi-square value was .000 and 
the p-value was .992.
Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience emotional abuse or neglect are more likely to 
commit violent crimes.
Table 4 shows the results- of a chi-square analysis, 
gang membership was the control variable. The independent 
variable was emotional abuse or being neglected as a child 
and the dependent variable was committing a violent crime. 
Overwhelming majority of girls had experienced emotional 
abuse or neglect in their lifetimes, regardless of gang 
membership. Further and more detailed research should be 
conducted on how this abuse affects- girls and their 
criminal activity.
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Table 4. Emotional Abuse Experienced as a Child
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Emotion Abuse or 
Neglect
Yes No Total
Yes
1
Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 16 8 24
Committed A Violent 
Crime 45 26 71
Total 61 34 95
No Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 17 5 22
Committed A Violent 
Crime 29 9 38
Total 4 6 14 60
Girls that were involved in a gang had a chi-square 
value of .084. There was no statistical significance 
between emotional abuse and neglect and committing a 
violent crime', the p-value was .772. Girls that were not. 
involved in gangs had a chi-square value of .007. There 
was no statistical significance with a p-value of .933.
The cross tab was run without controlling for gang 
membership and it also revealed no statistical 
significance between committing a violent crime and being 
emotionally abused or neglected as a child. The chi-square 
value was .224 and the p-value was .636.
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Research Hypothesis: Girl gang members that 
experience'physical abuse are more likely to commit 
violent crimes.
Table 5 shows how many girls were physically abused 
and whether or not they had committed a violent crime. A 
chi-square analysis was run controlling for gang 
membership. The independent variable was being physically 
abused as a child and the dependent variable was 
committing a violent crime. An overwhelming majority of 
girls had experienced physical abuse in their lifetimes, 
especially girls that were not involved in a gang. Most of 
the girls had committed a violen,t crime. More research 
should be conducted on the lasting effects of physical 
abuse on girls and how it might shape their criminal 
activity.
39
Table 5. Physical Abuse Experienced as a Child
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Physical Abuse
Yes No Total
Yes Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 16 8 24
Committed A Violent 
Crime ■ 48 23 71
Total 64 31 95
No Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 17 5 22
Committed A Violent 
Crime 28 10 38
Total 45 10 60
The chi-square analysis showed that for girls that 
were in a gang, the chi-square was .007 and a p-value of 
.932. There was no statistical significance between 
committing a violent crime and having been physically 
abused. For girls not involved in a gang, the chi-square 
was .096. The p-value was .757 and there was no 
statistical significance as well.
The cross tab was run without controlling for gang 
membership and it also revealed no significance between 
committing a violent crime and being physically abused as 
a child. The chi-square value was .063 and the p-value was 
.802.
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Research Hypothesis: The gender of the abuser effects 
the types of crime that a girl commits.
The gender of the girl's first emotional and physical 
abuser was evaluated. The gender of the person who 
sexually assaulted and abused them was not evaluated 
because there were too many unknown cases to draw a 
significant correlation. Table 6 shows the results of a 
chi-square analysis, controlling for membership in a gang. 
Not surprisingly most of the girls had experienced 
physical abuse through the hands of a male perpetrator as 
opposed to a female perpetrator.
Table 6. Sex of the Physical Abuser
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Sex of Physical 
Abuser
Male Female Total
Yes Did Not Commit ’ 
Violent Crime 9 5 14
Committed A Violent 
Crime 32 13 45
Total 41 18 59
No Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 12 4 16
Committed A Violent 
Crime 12 11 23
Total 24 15 39
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Findings showed that the gender of their physical 
abuser did not predict whether or not they would commit a 
violent crime. Sixty-five percent of their abuser was male 
and 34.3% was female. The chi-square value for girls 
involved in a gang was .235 with 1 degree of freedom and a 
p-value of .628. Girls with no gang involvement in gangs 
the chi-square value was 2.077 with 1 degree of freedom 
and a p-value of .150. There was no statistical 
significance among either group. This analysis was run 
without controlling for gang membership and it also 
yielded no statistical significance.
Table 7 shows the results of a chi-square analysis, 
controlling for gang membership. The sex of the 'girls' 
first emotional abuser was evaluated.
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Table 7. Sex of the Emotional Abuser
Gang
Membership
Committed A Violent 
Crime
Sex of Emotional 
Abuser
Male Female Total
Yes Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 10 6 16
Committed A Violent 
Crime 18 24 42
Total 28 30 58'
No Did Not Commit 
Violent Crime 9 8 17
Committed A Violent 
Crime 15 11 26
Total 24 19 43
Nearly fifty-two percent of the emotional abusers 
were female and 48.1% of the emotional abusers were male. 
Girls that were involved in gang, the chi-square value was 
1.790 with 1 degree of freedom and a p-value of .181.
Girls that were not involved in gangs the chi-square value 
was .094 with 1 degree of freedom and a p-value of .759. 
There was no statistical significance among either group.
The statistical analysis was run without controlling 
for gang membership and there was no statistical 
significance.
Research Hypothesis: Which type of abuse experienced 
is the greatest indicator that a girl will commit a 
violent crime?
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The data and tables listed above shows that there is 
no correlation between abuse and violent crimes. Girls 
were asked whether or not abuse they had experienced had 
anything to do with their reasons for committing crime, 
67.6% answered yes and 32.4% answered no.
Ninety-seven girls that admitted to being in a gang 
were asked whether or not the abuse they had experienced 
as an adult or child to their membership in a gang. 
Sixty-six percent of them responded that they were in a 
gang, but that the abuse was not related and 34% said that 
the abuse was related.
Research Hypothesis: Does recurring abuse increase 
the likelihood a girl will commit a violent crime?
Partial correlation outcomes showed that there was no 
correlation between increased abuse and committing a 
violent crime. Four types of abuse (sexual abuse, sexual 
assault, emotional abuse or neglected, and physical abuse) 
were examined and there was no statistical significance.
Research Hypothesis: Girls that are involved in gangs 
are more likely to be mothers than non-gang girls.
Table 8 shows the results of a cross tab analysis 
that was run on SPSS, gang membership was the control 
variable.
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Table 8. The Number of Girls That Have Children
Been In,A Gang
Yes No Total
Mothers Yes 29 15 44
No 69 49 118
Total 98 64 162
There was no statistical significance between girls 
that were involved in a gang and girls with no gang 
involvement. A chi-square analysis test was run on SPSS 
and the chi-square value was .741 and the p-value was 
.389. Also, there was no statistical significance in the 
number of children.
Additional 'Analyses
Additional analyses were fun using the data set and 
significant findings were discovered. An analysis was run 
on the number of children girls had and whether their 
partner were from the streets (see Table 9). The 
definition of a partner from the street was quite unclear, 
but will be interpreted as having a delinquent partner.
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Table 9. Partner from the Streets and Children
Number of Children
None At Least One Total
Partner from Streets Yes 43 29 72
No 73 14 87
Total 116 43 159
The number of children a girl had and whether or not 
her partner was from the streets,, was statistically 
significant (y2 = 11.680, p = .001). Further research 
should be done on whether or not having a delinquent 
partner increases the likelihood that a girl will engage 
in unprotected sex and/or more likely to have a planned 
child with the partner. The relationship between the 
variables was weak 3> = -.271.
An analysis was run on the number of children a girl 
had and the number of times she had served in jail (see 
Table 10). The literature suggested that pregnancy was a 
major life trajectory that might further involve a girl in 
a gang or further remove her from gang activity.
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Table 10. Number of Children and Time Served in Jail
Number of Times 
Served in Adult Jail
None At Least Once Total
Number of Children No Children 95 23 118
1 or more 
Children 25 18 43
Total 120 41 161
There is a significant correlation between the number 
of times a girl was in jail and her number of children, 
was statistically significant \2 = 8.308, p = .004. The 
relationship, however was weak $ = .227. This might 
support the literature of pregnancy being a life 
trajectory and affect a girl's'criminal activity. Further 
research should explore whether girls with children are 
more likely to engage in criminal activity to support 
their child
A statistical analysis was run on the number of 
children a girl had and her age (see Table 11).
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Table 11. Number of Children and Age
Number of Children
None At Least Once Total
Age Variable 17 and younger 68 16 84
18 and older 50 27 77
Total 118 ■ 43 161
There was a significant correlation between age and 
the number of children a girl had (x2 = 5.265, p = .022). 
Girls were more likely to have children with the increase 
in age. However, the relationship between the variables 
was weak O = .181.
An analysis was run on whether the abuse a girl had 
experienced was related to a crime she had committed and 
whether her partner was incarcerated (see Table 12).
Table 12. Abuse and Partner Incarceration
Abuse Related to Crime
Yes No No Abuse Reported Total
Partner
Incarcerated Yes 37 21 4 62
No 14 5 6 25
Total 51 26 10 87
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The relationship between having a partner 
incarcerated and whether a girl's abuse was related to the 
crime she had committed approached statistical 
significance (x2 = 5.961, p = .051). The relationship was 
weak 4> = .262. Further research should be conducted on the 
complexity of the relationship between a girl gang member 
and her partner.
An analysis was run on the girl's age and whether her 
partner was incarcerated (see Table 13). The majority of 
the girls had a partner that was incarcerated, which 
support the literature that delinquent girls have more 
access to delinquent males.
Table 13. Age and Partner Incarceration
Age
17 and 
younger
18 and 
older Total
Partner Incarcerated Yes 30 33 63
No 19 7 26
Total 49 40 89
There was statistical significance between age and a 
girl's partner being incarcerated (\2 = 4.821, p = .028). 
The relationship was weak $ = -.233. It can be concluded 
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that older girls are more likely to be involved with a 
delinquent/incarcerated partner.
Statistical analysis was run on the race of the 
delinquent girl and the sex of her emotional abuser (see 
Table 14) .
Statistical analysis revealed a statistically 
significant relationship between the sex of the emotional 
abuser for white girls. White girls were more likely to be 
emotionally abused by a female figure in their lives 
(X2 = 4.442, p = .035). However, the relationship was weak 
$ = .20-1. This analysis was also run on black and Hispanic 
girls, but there was no statistical significance.
Table 14. Race and Sex of Emotional Abuser
Race
White
Girls
Non White 
Girls Total
Sex of Emotional Abuser Female 21 38 59
Male 9 42 51
Total 30 80 110
Statistical analysis was run on whether the abuse a 
girl had experienced was related to gang membership and 
age and controlled for the makeup of the gang (see Table 
15) .
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Table 15. Gang Makeup and Abuse
Abuse Related to 
Gang Membership
Gang Makeup No, In 
Gang No
Abuse
Yes Total
Completely
Own Race
Age 17 and younger 6 14 20
18 and older 15 2 17
Total 21 16 . 37
X2 = 12.697
Statistical analysis showed statistical significance 
(y2 = 12.697, p = .000). The relationship between the 
variables was moderate 0 = -/586. More research should be 
conducted on how the race of the gang affects the 
likelihood a girl will be -abused by the gang. Further
I
research should be conducted on whether girls in mixed 
race gangs are more likely to be experience violence and 
victimization than girls in same race gangs.
Analyses were conducted on the correlation between 
the recurrences of the four different types of abuse (see 
Table 16).
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Table 16. Correlation Between Recurring Abuse
How Often 
Sexually 
Abused
How Often 
Physically 
Abused
How Often Pearson Corr. . 237 . 174
Sexually Sig (2-tailed) . 199 .263
Assaulted N 31 43
How Often Pearson Corr. . 075 .276**
Emotional Sig (2-tailed) .577 . 007
Neglect N 58 95
How Often Pearson Corr. 1 -.005
Sexually Sig (2-tailed) . 971
Abused N 75 59
How Often Pearson Corr. -.005 1
Physically Sig (2-tailed) . 971
Abused N 59 113
The analyses revealed that recurring physical abuse 
was correlated with recurring emotional harm and neglect. 
With the four types of abuse that was examined escalating 
emotional abuse is significant with escalating physical 
abuse. This is very important and further research should 
be conducted on the relationship of these two variables.
A partial correlation was run on escalating violent 
behavior, the number of times in a foster home, and the 
number of times they went to the California Youth 
Authority prior to their current visit. The scale used to 
measure the escalation of violence and the severity of a 
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crime was based on a modified version of Rossi et al.
(1974) measure of examining the seriousness of criminal 
acts by examining the nature and degree of popular 
consensus concerning a sample of criminal acts. This scale 
modified by the secondary researcher ranged from one to 
seven, with one being the most severe crime, and seven 
being less severe crimes. For further detail regarding the 
scale used (see Appendix B).
and Prior Time Served in the California Youth Authority
Table 17. Correlations Between Escalating Violent Behavior
Scale-
Violent
Crime
Number of 
Times in a 
Foster Home
Number of 
Times
Served in 
CYA Prior
Scale-Violent
Pearson Corr. ' 1 .170** .175*
Crime Sig (2-tailed) . 033 0.29
N 157 157 157
Number of Pearson Corr. . 170* 1 .085
Times Lived 
in Foster Sig (2-tailed) . 033 .284
Home N 157 162 162
Number of Pearson Corr. . 175* .085 1
Time Served 
in CYA Prior
Sig (2-tailed) .029 .284
162N 157 162
The analyses revealed that there was significance
between escalation of violence and the number of times she 
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had lived in the foster home. Further research should be 
conducted on how living in foster homes affects the 
likelihood a girl will commit a violent crime. The 
correlation also showed significance between escalating 
violent behavior and the number of times served in the CYA 
prior to the current offense.
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CHAPTER FIVE
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Conclusions
With respect to the hypotheses, the statistical 
analyses revealed that there were no statistically 
significant relationship between being abused and 
committing a violent crime. All statistical analyses were 
run controlling for gang membership and ran without 
controlling for gang membership and both revealed no 
statistical significance. However, the girls did admit 
that abuse did affect them and their criminal behavior.
The research showed that there were not many major 
differences between girls that.were in gangs and girls not 
involved in gangs. Surprisingly, both populations were 
very similar. The most important aspect of the research is 
the high level of abuse that had occurred amongst the 
girls. Over 75% of them had experienced some type of abuse 
in their lifetime.
The data also revealed the gender of the abuse 
perpetrator had no bearing on whether a girl was more 
likely to commit a violent crime. This analysis was run 
controlling for gang membership and not controlling for 
gang membership and revealed no statistical significance.
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Girls in gangs did not have more children than their 
delinquent girls. Although older males that might take 
advantage of them and engage in risky sexual behavior 
surround girls in gangs they were not more likely to have 
children.
The findings from the secondary researcher differed 
from the studies mentioned in the literature because the 
participants were incarcerated. Wang recruited 
participants that were not admitted gang members, but at 
risk youths (2001). The survey participants used in the 
existing dataset for this research were incarcerated in a 
facility that held the most delinquent California youths.
However, additional analyses did show the 
significance between children, age, and their partner. 
Further research should be donb to explore the 
relationship between these variables. Older girls were 
more likely to have a- partner that was incarcerated. More 
research should be done to explore the dynamics between a 
girl and her partner and whether the partner influences 
her in committing in crime or what effect he has on her 
emotional and physical well being.
The analyses shows that there was a correlation 
between escalating violent behavior and the number of 
times a girl had served in CYA. Also, escalating violent 
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behavior correlated to the number of times a girl lived in 
a foster home.
Policy Implications
There should be additional programs and services 
available to young girls in abusive households or at risk 
for being abused. The data does show that delinquent young 
girls are at risk for engaging in volatile and risky 
behavior sexual behavior. Girls that are placed in the CYA 
had committed more violent crimes. There should be more 
program and policies at the local levels targeted at 
identifying young at-risk girls before they become 
incarcerated at facilities such as the CYA.
Local agencies should try using gender responsive 
programs because female offenders have higher abuse rates, 
which lead to drug abuse and violent activities. The 
Maryland Correctional Institute of Women created the 
Female Offender Management Work Group. It introduced 
gender responsive programs in their facility and found 
that women reacted well to them and had lower recidivism 
rates and reacted well to reentering in society. Discharge 
plans were developed to assist the female offenders with 
housing upon release and parenting classes and employment 
readiness were provided (Livers & Hiers, 2007). The needs 
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of women differ than their male counterparts and programs 
should be created to explore those differences and*  assist 
women.
Limitations
The most interesting finding is that over half of the 
survey participants admitted that abuse they had 
experienced in their life had affected their reasons for 
committing crimes. The research did not show a correlation 
between the frequency of abuse and engaging in a violent 
act. However, it is important to' note that the girls that 
were housed at the CYA were probably some of the most 
volatile youths in California. This might explain the high 
levels of violent crimes amongst the girls.
The dataset had its limitation. The girls were not 
asked to disclose the name of the gang that they had been 
involved ini This would have given other researchers the 
opportunity to decipher whether or not the girls who were 
involved in gangs were members of gangs that were 
recognized by their county or area.
This dataset was also limited in that in was 
difficult.to determine when trie abuse had taken place and
I
whether it had occurred while 'she was a member of a gang. 
Also, the girls were not asked when they had joined a gang 
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and if they were presently still members of that gang or 
planned to return to the gang lifestyle after release.
' Suggested Further Research
Deschenes and Esbensen (1999) found that violent 
crime by females cannot be attributed to gang membership 
itself but other variables must be examined as well. The 
findings in this research concur with that conclusion. 
Although the girls in gangs showed slightly higher levels 
of abuse and committing violent crimes there was no 
statistical significance. Other variables should be 
examined to determine what other factors might cause these 
higher levels of delinquency.
Most research showed that girls that were involved in 
gangs were more likely to be involved in committing 
violent crimes. But it difficult to correlate abuse and 
victimization with higher levels of offending among gang 
girls. Other factors and variables must be taken into
I consideration such as peers, family, and history of 
delinquent family members. Further research should explore 
these variables.
Further studies and research should be conducted on
I
the types of abuse that girls>experience while they are 
actually in the gang. Also there should be additional 
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research on who are their perpetrators such as men from 
their gang or their male delinquent peers.
An overwhelming majority of girls answered no to 
being abused as an adult (age 18 and older), therefore no 
statistical analysis was conducted on abuse experienced as 
an adult.
Further research should be done on how abuse effects 
the girls. The study was designed to be replicated by 
other agencies and jurisdictions. This study should be 
replicated by local law enforcement agencies to evaluate 
differences between youths incarcerated at the local level 
and those on the state level.
Further research should be conducted on how pregnancy 
affects the lives of girls and the roles of their partners 
in their lives. Since many of the girls had a partner that 
was incarcerated or from the streets more research should 
be conducted on the dynamics of a girls' relationship with 
her partner and how that might affect her criminal 
activity. Also there should be more research on how having 
children might affect her criminal activity.
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APPENDIX A
LIST OF VIOLENT AND NON-VIOLENT CRIMES
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Violent Crimes Non-Violent Crimes
® Homicide
® Voluntary Manslaughter
© Assault
© Robbery
® Burglary
© Child Abuse
® Kidnapping
© Attempted Murder
a Battery
® Drive-By Shooting
© Assault on Officers
® Torture
® Aggravated Mayhem
® Stabbed Someone
® Fighting/Beating Someone
© Caused a Miscarriage
o Held Someone Hostage
® Inflict Bodily Injury
© Witnessed Murder/Accessory
• Motor Vehicle Violation
• Forgery
• Grand Theft
• Grand Theft Auto
• Fraud/Check Fraud
• Narcotic Sales
• Carjacking
• Other Sexual
• Runaway from Correctional Facility
• Other Property
• Make a Terrorist Threat
• Vandalism
• High Speed Chase
• AlcoholViolations
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APPENDIX B
RANKING THE SEVERITY OF CRIMES
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Ranking by Severity of Crime
Crimes against a person was coded 1, crime involving property was coded 2 
and selling illegal drugs was coded 3.
1-Violent Crimes Against Person 2-Crime Involving Property 3-Selling Illegal Drugs
o Homicide • Robbery • Narcotic Sales
° Voluntary Manslaughter • Burglary
o Assault ® Grand Theft
0 Child Abuse • Grand Theft Auto
o Kidnapping ® Carjacking
o Other Sexual • Other Property
® Attempted Murder
® Battery
o Torture
® Aggravated Mayhem
o Stabbed Someone
o Fighting/Beat Somebody Up
® Caused a Miscarriage
0 Held Someone Hostage
e Inflict Bodily Injury
® Drive-By Shooting
« Witnessed Murder/Accessory
® Vandalism
“White collar” crimes were coded 4, victimless crimes were coded 5, a crime 
against a policeman was coded 6, and crimes against public order was coded 7.
4-“White Collar” 
Crimes
5-Victimless Crimes 6-Crimes Against 
Policeman
7-Crimes Against 
Public Order
® Forgery 
o Fraud/Check
Fraud
® Runaway from 
Correctional 
Facility
© Alcohol 
Violations
• Assault on 
Police Officer
• High Speed 
Chase
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